
Lord’s Day 32 
Heidelberg Catechism 
The Third Part – Of Thankfulness 
 
Question 86 
Since then we are delivered from our misery merely of grace, 
through Christ, without any merit of ours, why must we still do 
good works? 
 
Answer 
Because Christ, having redeemed and delivered us by His blood, 
also renews us by His Holy Spirit after His own image; that so we 
may testify by the whole of our conduct our gratitude to God for 
His blessings,1 and that He may be praised by us;2 also, that every 
one may be assured in himself of his faith by the fruits thereof;3 
and that by our godly conversation others may be gained to 
Christ.4 
 
 
Question 87 
Cannot they then be saved, who, continuing in their wicked and 
ungrateful lives, are not converted to God? 
 
Answer 
By no means; for the Holy Scripture declares that no unchaste 
person, idolator, adulterer, thief, covetous man, drunkard, 
slanderer, robber, or any such like, shall inherit the kingdom of 
God.5 
 
 
 
 
5   1 Cor. 6:9, 10 

Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: 
neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves 
with mankind, Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall 
inherit the kingdom of God. 
Eph. 5:5, 6 
For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an 
idolater, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God. Let no man deceive you with 
vain words: for because of these things cometh the wrath of God upon the children of 
disobedience. 
1 John 3:14, 15 
We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren. He that 
loveth not his brother abideth in death. Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: and ye 
know that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in him. 
Gal. 5:21 
Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I 
have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of 
God 

1    1 Cor. 6:19, 20 
What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the 
Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye 
are not your own? For ye are bought with a price: 
therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, 
which are God’s. 
Rom. 6:13 
Neither yield ye your members as instruments of 
unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, 
as those that are alive from the dead, and your members 
as instruments of righteousness unto God. 
Rom. 12:1, 2 
I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, 
that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 
And be not conformed to this world: but be ye 
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may 
prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will 
of God. 
1 Pet. 2:5 
Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an 
holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable 
to God by Jesus Christ. 
1 Pet. 2:9, 10 
But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy 
nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the 
praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his 
marvellous light; Which in time past were not a people, but 
are now the people of God: which had not obtained mercy, 
but now have obtained mercy. 

2    Matt. 5:16 
Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your 
good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. 
1 Pet. 2:12 
Having your conversation honest among the Gentiles: that, 
whereas they speak against you as evildoers, they may by 
your good works, which they shall behold, glorify God in 
the day of visitation. 

3    2 Pet. 1:10 
Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make 
your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye 
shall never fall: 
Gal. 5:6 
For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth any thing, 
nor uncircumcision; but faith which worketh by love. 
Gal. 5:24 
And they that are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with the 
affections and lusts. 

4    1 Pet. 3:1, 2 
Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to your own husbands; 
that, if any obey not the word, they also may without the 
word be won by the conversation of the wives; While they 
behold your chaste conversation coupled with fear. 
Matt. 5:16 
Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your 
good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. 
Rom. 14:19 
Let us therefore follow after the things which make for 
peace, and things wherewith one may edify another. 

 


